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All workers covered by unemployment 
insurance (UI) can get benefits if they meet 
certain conditions. Teachers are no exception, 
even though their work patterns differ from 
those of many other workers. Generally, a 
teacher working under a continuing contract 
is neither eligible for regular unemployment 
insurance, nor for special illness benefits 
during July and August. Once a contract has 
ended, a teacher becomes eligible for regular 
and special benefits from the date the contract 
ends. Regular and special benefits, including 
maternity and adoption benefits, are discuss- 
ed later. 

This brochure covers teachers in pre- 
elementary, elementary, intermediate or 
secondary schools, including technical or 
vocational schools. Teachers above the 
secondary school level (professors and lec- 
turers at aniversities, community colleges and 
at CEGEPs in the province of Quebec) and 
teachers who work, for example, at a driving 
school, are subject to the same rules as non- 
teaching claimants. These teachers should 
read our brochure How Unemployment In- 
surance works for you. 


The summer months 


Unemployment Insurance calls the time a 
teacher is not working each year (generally 
during the summer months of July and 
August) the ‘‘non-teaching period’’. There are 
specific conditions a teacher must meet to be 
eligible for UI during this period. 

In the non-teaching period, UI benefits 
could be paid to: 


e a teacher whose teaching contract ends. If, 
for example, your teaching contract ends 
on July 15, you could be eligible for 
benefits from that date. 


e ateacher who was employed as a ‘‘casual’’ 
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Questions? 
UI agents are paid to explain. 


or ‘‘substitute’’ teacher only. (Provincial 
school acts or collective agreements govern- 
ing teachers’ working conditions establish 
what categories of teachers are casual or 
substitute.) 


a teacher who qualified for UI because of 
employment in an occupation other than 
teaching. (For example, a teacher may be 
working casually as a typist in the teaching 
period. If that teacher becomes 
unemployed as a typist in the non-teaching 
period, he or she may qualify for benefits 
based on this other employment as a typist. 
But to keep getting UI, the teacher must 
be actively looking for typing or related 
work. If the claimant is still unemployed 
and still entitled to benefits at the beginn- 
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ing of the next teaching period, the benefit 
rate will be recalculated, taking into 
account all insured weeks — teaching and 
non-teaching — in the qualifying period.) 


These rules for the non-teaching period 
don’t apply to professors and lecturers. If they 
can prove that they’re unemployed, available 
for and actively looking for work, they can 
collect benefits at any time of the year. 

But for all teachers, the number of weeks 
needed to qualify for benefits is the same as 
for any other worker. 

Generally they must have worked in in- 
surable employment from 10 to 14 weeks in 
the last 52. The exact number depends on the 
unemployment rate in the area where they 
oridinarily live. 

There are exceptions. Teachers working for 
the first time or who come back to work after 
being away a year or more may have to work 
longer before getting UI. 

Teachers who got UI in the last year and 
whose claims have run out will have to work 
10 to 20 weeks, depending on the rate of 
unemployment where they live and how many 
weeks of UI they got before. But if the 
unemployment rate in their area is over 11.5 
per cent, this rule doesn’t apply. 


UI and taxes 


Income tax is taken off your UI cheques. But 
at tax time, some high-income earners may 
have to pay back some UI benefits they have 
received. If your income, including UI 
benefits received that year, is over a certain 
amount, you’ll have to pay back 30 per cent 
of that excess or 30 per cent of the total 
benefits you got in that taxation year, 
whichever is less. The income level over which 
this repayment comes into effect changes each 
year. The repayment of benefits is done at 
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Income tax is taken off UI cheques. 


income tax time. See our brochure How 
Unemployment Insurance works for you for 
more details. 


Looking for work 

To get regular benefits you must be looking 
for work. In the non-teaching months of July 
and August, when teaching jobs are not nor- 
mally available, an unemployed teacher may 
be asked to accept non-teaching work while 
looking for another teaching position. For 
more information about your obligations 
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under the UI Act, read our brochures 
Something for Nothing? No. and Searching 
for work is a full-time job. 


UI when you’re ill 


Unemployed teachers who become ill are sub- 
ject to the same rules as other claimants. For 
information, get our brochure We can help 
when you’re sick or hurt. 

With the exception of casual and substitute 
teachers, teachers on continuing contracts 
cannot claim illness benefits for the July and 
August non-teaching period, unless they have 
sufficient insurable employment in some other 
occupation in the past 52 weeks. If you take 
unpaid sick leave during the teaching period, 
and you’re not covered by wage-loss in- 
surance, you could be eligible for illness 
benefits. When a teacher has established such 
a claim in the teaching period the benefit rate 
would be calculated in earnings from 
teaching. If illness benefits are still being 
claimed at the beginning of the non-teaching 
period they’ll be paid only on the basis of any 
non-teaching work. If you have no non- 
teaching employment in the last 52 weeks then 
benefits must end at the start of the non- 
teaching period. 


UI maternity/adoption benefits 


Pregnant women or teachers who adopt may 
be able to get 15 weeks’ UI benefits. Read our 
brochure A new face in the family photo? for 
details. 

Teachers taking unpaid maternity/adop- 
tion leave can get UI if they meet the condi- 
tions. UI regulations allow teachers who 
qualify to collect maternity/adoption benefits, 
even during the non-teaching period. 
Remember though, if a teacher’s entitlement 
to maternity/adoption benefits ends in the 
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Does your contract cover the summer 
months? If so, UI can’t treat you as 
unemployed during those months. 


non-teaching period, she would have to meet 
one of the conditions already outlined on page 
2 before she could claim regular benefits. If 
one of the conditions can’t be met, she’d get 
no benefits for the remainder of the non- 
teaching period. 

Also, if maternity/adoption benefits are 
paid beyond the end of the non-teaching 
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period, and the teacher claims regular benefits 
from that point until the end of her leave of 
absence, she would be considered for eligibil- 
ity in the same way as claimants generally. 
Again, a major consideration would be 
whether or not she is available for work. 
Discuss your eligibility for maternity/adop- 
tion benefits with an agent at your local 
Canada Employment Centre (CEC). 


At age 65 , 


No one can get UI benefits after they turn 65. 
But when you reach 65, if you’ve worked 20 
weeks in the last 52 or since you last claimed 
UI, whichever is the more recent, you can get 
a lump sum cheque equal to three weeks of 
UI benefits. This is true even if you keep on 
working. But it’s not automatic — you must 
apply. Read more about the special age 65 
benefit in our brochure UI and you: when you 
reach 65. 


Leaves of absence and sabbaticals 


What about UI benefits while you’re on leave 
of absence? Was there loss of income? Were 
you available for work? A teacher employed 
full-time on a yearly contract who takes leave 
without pay should get in touch with a 
Canada Employment Centre to find out more 
about eligibility for UI. You may be eligible 
for UI after all. It depends on whether or not 
you’re available for work. 


How to apply 


Get an application at your local CEC. Try to 
include all your Record(s) of Employment 
(ROE) from your last employer(s). Your claim 
can’t be processed until all the necessary sup- 
porting documents are in. If your teaching 
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Babies are costly. UI helps with up to 
15 weeks’ maternity benefits. 


contract is with a school not associated with 
a school board or if you teach part-time, you 
should give us a copy of your contract. We 
need it to make a decision on your claim. 
Even if you don’t have all the information 
we need, get your application in. Usually your 
claim starts in the week we get your applica- 
tion, not the date you stop working. There’s 
a two-week waiting period for everyone before 
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any money is paid. Always feel free to con- 
tact a UI agent at your nearest CEC if you 
have any questions. 


Your rights under the Privacy Act 


Under the Privacy Act, you have the right, on 
written request, to have access to records held 
by the federal government that contain per- 
sonal information about you. You also have 
the right to request correction to that infor- 
mation and have notations made to your file 
if a request for correction has not been 
accepted. 

To find out more about your rights and the 
uses of your unemployment insurance, 
employment and immigration records, consult 
the Personal Information Index. Copies of the 
Index are available for public reference at 
municipal libraries and at selected Canada 
Post Office. 


Unemployment Insurance — 
working with you between jobs 


Find out more about UI and job-finding 
services. Ask your local CEC for copies of our 
other brochures. We cover general rights and 
obligations of claimants, special benefits such 
as the one-time payment at age 65, job 
hunting tips, financial assistance and training 
programs. 


WARNING 


Anyone who, for any reason, receives 
unemployment insurance benefits to which he 
or she is not entitled, will be required to repay 
those benefits. Making false or misleading 
statements knowingly is an offence under the 
law. It can result in an administrative penalty 
or prosecution before the courts. 

This brochure contains general information on- 
ly. When a question arises, the Unemployment In- 
surance Act and Regulations must govern. 


© Minister of Supply and Services Canada 1985 
Cat. No. LU2-64/1985 
ISBN 0-662-54109-X 
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